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more will be heard), wrote to Katharine, congratu-
lating her upon her coming greatness, and begging
for an office about her person : " for I trost the
Quyne of Bretane wyll not forget her secretary."
Less than a fortnight later (2ist July) the
French ambassador gives as a piece of gossip
that Katharine Howard was already pregnant by
the King, and that the marriage was therefore
being hurried on. Exactly when or where the wed
ding took place is not known, but it was a private
one, and by the nth August Katharine was called
Queen, and acknowledged as such by all the Court.
On the I5th Marillac wrote that her name had
been added to the prayers in the Church service,
and that the King had gone on a hunting expedition,
presumably accompanied by his new wife ; whilst
" Madame de Cleves, so far from claiming to be
married, is more joyous than ever, and wears new
dresses every day." Everybody thus was well
satisfied except the Protestants.1 Henry, indeed,
was delighted with his tiny, sparkling girl-wife, and
did his best to be a gallant bridegroom to her,
though there was none of the pomp and splendour
that accompanied his previous nuptials.2 The
1  Hilles to Bnllinger (Parker Society, Zurich Letters) gives voice to
bitter complaints, and Melancthon wrote (I7th August, etc.) praying
that God might destroy " this British Nero."    (Calendar Henry VIII.,
vol. 15. )
2  There is in the British Museum (Stowe MS. 559) a list of the jewels
and other things given by Henry to Katharine at the marriage and sub-
sequently.    The inventory was made at the time of her attainder, when
she was deprived of everything.    The jewels appear to have been very
numerous and rich: one square or stomacher, given on New Year's Day
1540, containing 33 diamonds, 60 rubies, and a border of pearls.    Another
gift at Christmas the same year was " two laces containing 26 fair table
diamonds and 158 fair pearls, with a rope of fair large pearls, 200 pearls.'
Magnificent jewels of all sorts are to be counted by the dozen in this list,